The purpose of this study was to evaluate cellular immune responsivenes.s in patients with acute rheumatic fever (ARF 
humoral antibody responses to streptococcal products or antecedent streptococcal infection in such patients but until recently"4 little work has been reported on abnormalities or anomalies of behavior among peripheral lymphocytes in patients with rheumatic fever. Several authors have examined lymphocyte responses to various soluble streptococcal cellular products using lymphocyte culturel' 5, 6 or technics measuring production of migrationinhibition factor (MIF) as an in vitro correlate of cellular immunity. 7 The present study was aimed at a direct examination of in vitro lymphocyte reactivity using the technic of one-way mixed-leukocyte culture originally described by Bach et al. 
